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Lo the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Sin—It was formerly my belief that those 
who were opposed to the doctrine of the 


salvation of all men, were thus opposed : 


solely on the principle that it was not true; 
but.there are several considerations which 
have induced me to fear, that the opposi- 
tion of very many arises from an unwil- 
lingness that it should be true. Your o- 
pinion on this subject would be very ac- 
ceptable to me, and 1 believe, to others. 


HERMOGENES. 
ANSWER TO HERMOGENES. 


Sin—The human heart affords matter 
for much study and consideration; and 
while we find many things pertaining to it, 
which are expressions of kindness and 
good will, we are assured, notwithstanding, 
trom high authority, that it is deceitful a- 
bove all things, and. desperately wicked ; 
ani, it seems, that none can know it. If 
this declaration of the prophet be true, (and 
there can be no doubt of its truth,) what 


may we not expect to find upon an exam- 


ination of that subject ? Undoubtedly ma- 


ny things, which, if they were applied to: 


mankind, they would deny the charge, as 
Hazael did, when he said, is thy servant a 


dog, that he should do this great thing P— : 


(2 Kings, viii. 13.) Not believing that he 
was so basely disposed, as he must be to 


commit such cruelties, as the prophet fore- , . 
‘and hating others. So far as grace, com- 


told. But he was entirely such a dog as 
he was unwilling to believe himself to be. 


So with mankind, their nature and dispo- : ' 
have an influence, men behave very differ- 


sition are far more wicked and carnal 
than they are willing to believe. 

We will recite a few instances. 
conduct of Hazael is full in proof. Elisha 
wept, because he knew the evil which 
zael would do tothe children of Israel, 
when he should be king over Syria ; their 
strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their 
young men wilt thou slay with the sword, 
&c. 2 Kings, viii. 12. 

Manasseh filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood, which he shed from one end to the 
other. 2 Kings, xxi. 16. The history of 
Kings, and Sovereigns of Empires, in the 
oceans of human blood which they have 
shed in all ages of the world; and the in- 


calculable miseries brought on their sub- 
jects by the calamities of wars, waged to 
gratify their pride and ambition; are a 
proof, that the cruelties of the human heart 
‘are beyond what the tongue can describe, 
or the imagination conceive. History will 
prove all this. This has been the case not 
oniy with civil powers, but with spiritual 
wicked men in high places. Men in eccle- 
siastical power, have exercised more cruel- 
‘ty and invented more tortures in putting 
i men to death, and endeavoring to bind their 
consciences, than any other class of men. 
Witness the inquisition, &c. The pride 
and hautiness, which is in the heart of man, 


.and is seen in that contempt, which one’: 


man exercises towards another ; injuring 
his reputation ; destroying his influence and 
usefulness in society; perplexing and de- 
stroying his property ; grinding the face of 
the poor, and oppressing the fatherless and 
the widow; in using false. weights and 
measures ; in cheating and overreaching, 
and the whole catalogue of the works of 
the flesh, such as adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, laciviousness, .idylatry, witche 
‘craft, hatred, variance, emulation, wrathy 
strife, sedition, heresies, &c. &c. are a 
proof that tle heart of man is deceitful a- 
bove all things, and desperately wicked, 
Against God, the carnal mind is enmity ; 
‘against man, it indulges in being hateful 


;mon restraint, and the expectation of pro- 
{motion and the accumulation of property 


ent in society from what they otherwise 


The: would do; hence, from this influence of 
grace, some are friends of God and man ; 
Ha-! from common restraint, some are tolerable 


members of society, and from the expecta- 
tion and desire of promotion, of honor and 
interest, and from the dread of punish- 
ment, some would wish to appear virtuous, 
whether they are really so or not. But nei- 
ther the real or seeMing goodness of men 
can destroy the truth of the wickedness of 
man’s heart naturally. 


The true christian, as well as the self- 
righteous, may think that they are never 








actuated by this wicked heart; vet there 
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are instances, in which both have been 
mistiken. 
_ The Pharisees, who were self-righteous, 
did no more, certainly, imbrue their hands 
in the blood of Jesus, than the disciples of 
Jesus would have destroyed the inhabitants 
of a Samaritan village with fire from heav- 
en But Jesus told the latter, that they 
knew not what manner of spirit they were 
of; and as to the former, no one can doubt 
that they were ignorant of themselves. 
We will now endeavor to answer thie 
question, whether universal salvation is dis- 
believed by any of mankind from an un 
willingness, in them, that it should be true fF 
Will it be consistent with the character 


pertaining to man to say, that the nature of 


the human heart is such, that it should be 
pleased with, and even desire the endless 
damnation of any part of mankind? As- 
tonishing as it may appear, vet it seems 
to beatruth. I have no doubt that many 
disbelieve it because they think it is not 
true; though they would rejoice if they 
knew that it was true. 
friendship towards God and man ; for they 
would not believe the doctrine, fearing that 
God has uot warranted it; yet would be 
glad to find that God had warranted it.— 
Towards such, great charity should be ex- 
tended. Some profess to believe in the 
universal goodness of God, who have sel- 
fish motives for so doing; and, as Dr 
Watts expresses it, “ grow secure and sin 
the more,” These men need be taugiit 
that with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and then with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation. Indeed, I 
consider a man in a very dreadful situation 
as to his morals and his disagreeable influ- 
ence on society, who pretends belief in the 
gospel, when he has no heart to it, or love 
for it: in whom there is no love to God or 
or his service. 

Some believe the doctrine with the heart, 
ard are fill'd with unutterable peace ; they 
enter into e-t. These are true believers. 

But there are some, who disbelieve trom 
aversion to it. But what kind of persons 


are they, wWiio can entertain an unwilling: | 


ness for this truth? Ans. §. The seli-right- 
eous. 2. The haughty and scornful part of 
mankind. 3. The niaticious and revenge- 
ful. ; 
rable and eternal vengeance. 

1. The self righteous. {t is natural for 
men, of a self-righteous disposition, te wish 
for, and desire, the same distinctic:. be- 
tween themselves and others. in iher 
world, which exists, as they pretend, in the 


These are men of 


4, The believers in a God of inexo-. 





present state. “Stand by thyself, come 
not near to me, I am holier than thou,” i 
so agreeable to a sel/-righteous spirit, here, 
and comprehends su much of a self-right- 
eous man’s happiness in this world, that he 
believes that his happiness in heaven will 
depend on the same principle. Hence he 
believes that the existence of his happiness 
in heaven depends on the endless damna- 
lion of those, whom his self-righteousness 
excites to despise in this state. Thus he js 
unwilling that ali men should be saved — 
More than this, how could that additiona! 
happiness, froin the damnation of others. 
take place, which they expect, unless end. 
Jess misery were to be inflicted? Hence, 
to such mea, it is desirable. | 

Vi ‘Lhe haughty and scornful are un- 
willing that Gniversal salvation should be 
true. ‘They scorn others here, and despise 
the thought of being on a level with them 
hereafter. ‘Though it may be an hasty ex- 
pression, Which some bave used, viz: that 
“if such persons went to heayen they did 
nut desire to go themselves,” yet it shows 
the nature of an haughty and wicked spirit 
in the case, and nothing can prepare such 
men to be reconciled to the salvation of all 
men, but a reconciliation both to God and 
their neighbor. 

lil. The malicious and revengeful are 
unwilling that impartial and universa! 
grace should ever take place. Such a dis- 
position must be laid entirely aside, or a 
man can never be a true and real universa- 
list; for the nature of that disposition is 
to wish more evil to the object of its re- 
venge, than it is able to inflict. 

IV. The believers in a God of insatiable 
and eternal vengeance are unwilling that 
all men should be saved. This is but act- 
ing consistently with themselves ; for i! 
God really designs the salvation of some 
and the endless inisery of others 3 then the 
objects of his love never ought to desire nor 
piay for the salvation of all; they ought 
to be onwilling that such an event should 
‘take place. Noman, therefore, who has 
| this view of the Almighty can have a desire 
for the salvation of all men, but must be uns 
i willing that such an event should take 
place. 
| From allthese considerations, we have 
revson to fear that the opposition of very 
| many to universal salvation, arises from an 
unwillingness, in them, that it should be 
' true. ; 





REMARKS. 
What shall we now say of man, the lord 


| of this lower world ? Is he altogether vani- 
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iy ? Yes, every man in his best state alto- 
gether vanity. Psa. xxxix. 5. Man is van- 
ity considered as an hetpless creature in 
himself, and as a vile, and sintul creature in 
relation to the law :* but it would seemthat 
he is worse than nothing and vacity, if, (as 
self riguteous men declare,) God be an en- 
emy to the greater part of his race. 

How dreadtul would be our case ; if God 
were our enemy, as he is represented ; or if 
men were to be our final judges? in either 
case our existence would be a curse instead 
of a blessing. 


We have the reasons extibited why uni-! 


versal grace is so bitterly opposed; it is 
incompatible with revenge and malice in 
the one case, and with pride and faughti- 
ness in the other. Ignorance and a blind 
zeal urging their votaries forward, alter tn- 
flicting the cruelest torments, they condemn 
to an interminable hell all, to whom they 
are enemies, and justify themselves from 
the belief that they are doing God service. 

We learn, lastly, that man of all other 
beings, is the must unaccountable. He is 
a wonder to himsell, a destroyer of his own 
felicity and an enemy to the only method, 
by which his happiness can be obtained ; 
pretending friendsiiip to God by biting and 
devouring his fellow creatures; he becomes 
a stranger to all retigion and the pest of 
society. — EL prror. 





From the Messenger of Peace. 
Yo the Editors of Universalist Publica- 
tions in the United States. 
BREVHREN, 

As it has been the wish of the ministers 
and members of the General Convention of 
Universalists, to have an history of the rise 
and progress of Universalism in the world, 
together with biographical sketches of the 
lives and writings of those fathers in the 
chuch, distinguished for their learning an 
pirty in former ages, who have adyocated 
and defended that doctrine ; and whereas 
that laudable act has not been carried into 
effect 3 the editor of this paper would sug- 
gest to his brother editors engaged in the 
cause of Universal benevolence, and to his 
brethren in the ministry enjoying like pre- 
cious faith the propriety of publishing in the 
several papers, a list of the ministers em- 








versalists have of the present state, and 
prosperity of the doctrine which they have 
embraced. In some places, untii very re- 
cently, the doctrine has been called by the 
name of the preacher officiating in tht vi- 
cinity, and the opposers of the doctrine, do 
not know there is half a dozen ministers of 
the order in the world. 

It is not believed that the weight of num- 
bers who may preach or believe the doc- 
trine, will add any thing to the truth ot it; 
neither is it desired to make an ostentatious 
display of numbers, that this plan is sug- 
gested. But it is our duty to endeavor to 
remove every obstacle thrown in the way 
of weak and timid minds and to place be- 
fore our fellow men all that intormation 
which may have a tendency to encourage 
them to seek after truth. nm 

{t is believed that many refuse to listen 
to the doctrine on account of the wrong im- 
pression they have, that the preachers of it 
are very few in number, and that iew in- 
deed are those who have embraced it, and 
to this belief they are led, in many imstan- 
ces, by the misrepresentation of their min- 
isters. We are all fond of having numbers 
on our side believing with us. When we 
find we are not alone we are encouraged, 
and are the more ready to acknowledge 
our faith. But aside from these considera- 
tions, an history of the rise and progress of 
Universalism in America would be usetu! 
and is called for by the wishis of all Uni- 
versalists who sincerely believe the doctrine 
and feel interested in its prosperity ; this 
history will appear, we trust, at no very re- 
niote period, and to give facility to whoever 
may compile it, a general summary of the 
preachets in each association, or within the 
vicinity of each periodical paper, together 


with a’concise statement of the present state * 


of the several societies is much desired, and 
would be of great advantage. In this the 
brethren in the ministry could greatly as- 
sist the several editors, and by this means 
much useful and needful information might 
be obtained with little trouble and expence. 

Should my brother editors think that the 
adoption of the proposed plan or something 
similar, will be efiective of the diffusion of 
useful knowledge as to the present state, 
and numbers of the Universaiists Societies 


ployed within the immediate circulation of| in the United States, they are requested to 


their respective papers or belonging to each | 
different association ; together, with a list of 
the number of the societies in each state, | 
and their present state and standing. The! 


propriety of this procedure, arising from the 


very limited knowledge which many Uni-! Lorn Jenovaun is everlasting strength 


notice it in their papers; inviting their 
brethren in the ministry to aid them in ob- 
taining the required information. R.C. ’ 





Trust ye in the Lorp for ever: for the 
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ON POVERTY. 


The Treasures of the world are the gift 
of God, and few blessings of his providence 





he 

of: are more desirable. ‘To possess a noble 
* at: disposition and an extensive fortune, is to 
Ga. possess the desire and the power of doing 
oe Fig . good ; and the highest honors which men 
ee can merit belong to the high minded and 


liberal among the opulent. 

Poverty is no reproach ; but it is an e- 
vil, and an evil of a bitter nature. A vir- 
tuous man may dread it. J am poor, says 
the psalmist, and he adds, I am sorrowful. 
But if sadness attends on poverty, blessings 
follow the wounds of melancholy ; and a 
bruised spirit will be borne up by the sal- 
vation of God. 
life are sources of moral discipline, pover- 
ty is at once an evil, which must be sup- 

po “ted, anda calamity which must be im- 


' 
proven. 

_Men ¢a, 
ly bring upon. 
flictions. 

It is better to tr 
thy, and vet ignoran 
AL ‘man may receive . 
harvest or with every wh. 
none the happier, unless h, 
with virtue, and make charit, 
of his possessions. 

It is better to be poor than to be ‘ihe te 
for an indigent man may find deh, 
life, but to the querulous and petulen "| 
enjoyment proves satisfactory, no for 
seems gracefully moulded, no ray of light 
preserves its true brilliancy. 

It is better to be poor than to be friend- 
less. The comforts of life can be spared, 
if the good feelings of the heart, abound.— 
Friends, no less than dutiful sons, are as 
well made arrows, fitted to defend and to 
pierce; and happy is he who bears a quiv- 
er full of them. To be denied the caunsel 
of men whom we honor, is worse than to 
need a home ; and a reverse in fiiendship 
js more terrible than a reverse in fortune. 

Poverty is an evil of this life only; it is 
therefore infinitely less fearful than vice ; 
for vice is a disorder of the understanding 
and heart, and poverty is a mere temporal 
disadvantage. Poverty is an evil of this 
short life ; vice is an evil of eternity. 

~ Let us consider then more closely the na- 

ture of poverty, The terrors w hich are 
gathered around misfortune often vanish on 
examination ; and I believe we may so fa- 
miliarize ourselves with the haggard mein, 
and wretched apparel of want, as to find 


. 


2 support it, since they voluntari- 
\ themselves many heavier af- 


» poor, than to be weal- 

‘t of the use of wealth. 
*reasures with every 
id 3 yet he will be 
2 grow familiar 
v the steward 


peevish; 














Since the misfortunes of | 


—_— 


| her countenance tranquilized by content. 
‘ment and bright with cheerfulness. 
{ The evill is brief in its duration. We 
‘ suffer only for a short season from the pains 
of our bodies. Childhood protects itself 
' by its own inexhaustible sources of gaiety, 
: The hand of poverty can never wound the 
| young, for however heavily it may fall, the 
Father of Mercies has shielded them by 
their own internal tranquility and careful 
cheerfulness. And when we do come to 
recognise the power and the train of want, 
we have grown old enongh to resist and 
support it. The grave too, which is not far 
from any one of us, is a sure refuge for the 
needy ; the earth, from whence we come, 
will vet suffer us to repose on her lap ;— 
an wht desires, or what -uffering, or what 
necessity can violate the repose of that 
general resting place? Towards that rest- 
ing place we are hastening, and we shall 
soon be received there; the hours may roll 
slowly and wearily, yet they roll onwards; 
the sands of life are incessantly ebbing; 
time grows short; and whether it be from 
sorrow or from pleasure, from want or from 
abundance, the division of death is at 
hand. 

But death is only a refuge from want. 
Its remedy is labor. If prudent counsels 
and patient industry comes from men, good 
fortune will follow from heaven. The son 
of the righteous never yet came to want, 
unless he had first forgotten the instruction 
of his father. How honorable is it to tri- 
umph over indigence by private exertion! 


‘ 








flow truly independent is he, who owes his 


su ‘Stenance to nothing but his own hands, 


una?t the blessings of his own God?  Pov- 
erty h.2S lost half its terror, now that I 
knaw, we have a refuge from it, and a rem- 
edy for it; and that it effects neither inde- 
pendence nor honor. [ now think it may 
be borne, with all the sufferings which it 
threatens. But what are the mighty evils 
which it inflicts? It certainly diminishes 
thre comforts of life ; but should the soul be 
much dejected, because its partner fares 
poorly? Can coarse food and coarse ral- 
ment injure the mind? And if contumely 
should follow want, can the understanding 
support reproach, and the consciousness of 
rectitude contemn it? It is childish, petu- 
lent, and unworthy ef an immortal spirit to 
find the hardships of poverty heavy. The 
fear that we should not be able to support 
the wants of those who depénd on us, Is 
not the worst fear; we dread still more 2 
division from those we love ; the child of 
winter to those who have poor raiment and 
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a scanty fire, is piercing enough, but the 
cold wind of ingratitude blows with more 
bitter vehemence, and it is the rich who 
are exposed to that blast. Let us say no 
more of the personal inconveniences of po- 
verty. It is an outrage on the nature of 
virtue to suppose, that the quality of food, 
the splendor of dress, or any mere person- 
al advantages and comforts can interfere 
with the discharge of duty. Does poverty 
limit the power of exertion? Does it in- 
terfere with the discharge of the offices of 
life? It rather adds energy to resolution, 
and new courage to enterprise ; it teaches 
to endure, and it excites to improve; it 
supports the strength of man in the hour of 
performance, and the proverb tells us, it is 
the mother of invention. 

But the worst effect of poverty is to limit 
the means of intellectual improvement. The 
aspiration after excellence, common to ev- 
ery ingenuous mind, can, if counteracted by 
the deficiency of fortune, easily produce 
an agitation of spirits as dismal as insan- 
ity. 

But has the hopelessness, produced by 

want, repressed and broken minds of a 
higher order, more frequently than luxury 
and wealth have corrupted their energy by 
indolesce ? Philosophers have ever shewn 
a prediicction for the humble; and if we 
recount the names of the departed spirits, 
who when on earth rested most familiarly 
on the bosom of science, wisdom will almost 
seem to have selected her associates from 
among the poor alone. When we reflect 
on the lives of those, who have guided the 
public mind and controlled the events of 
time, we Jearn how frequently poverty has 
fortified and chastened the character of gen- 
ius. Can want repress aspirations after 
intellectual excellence ? Can want dimin- 
is the energy of the mind or dry up the 
springs of invention? Can the poet move 
the more freely through the bright heaven 
of thought, if borne up on the wings of 
wealth ¢ Or is it that there are no pinions, 
which rise so heavily and flag so speedily 
as they P 

Even in the public life where wealth 
would seem to pave the way readily to dis- 
tinction, many of those, whose names are 
repeated among the nations with reverence 
and love, have been familiar with poverty. 
The rights of mankind have been asserted 
by the poor ; the poor bore onward to its 
triumph the gospel of Christ. And who in 
modern times have changed the whole as- 
pect of history and religion? Was it the ' 


rich with their treasures? the warriors with |so a rich man may multiply his deeds of 





their armies? the princes with the revenudé 
of nations at their command r No! A new 
epoch was established, a new world was 
discovered, by a poor fisherman of Genoa 5 
and a mendicant monk was the reformer of 
the Christian Church. 

Poverty cannot then be so great an evil. 
It neither bars the way to usefulness nor 
honor; and however much it may detract 
from sensual pleasures, it does not interfere 
with the highest objects of existence. If 
men have dreaded it, as a demon attended 
by despair and misery, it does them no ho- 
nor to have trembled so timidly before so 
impotent an adversary. 

We have thus far spoken of poverty as 
an evil which tries men’s souls 3 an evil to 
be avoided, to be resisted, to be endured. 

Poverty may assist in forming the char- 
acter to virtue. 

And here I especially entreat the patient 
attention of the rich ; for every moral quali- 
ity, incumbent on the poor, has its corres- 
ponding obligation for them. If content- 
ment is a duty, even to the wretched, let 
the rich bear in mind, that they are the 
ministers in God’s hands for relieving dis- 
tresses; and if gratitude is due from the 
needy to their benefactors, Jet the rich 
make the duty easy by conferring benefits 
with kindness. ‘The spirit of true benevo- 
lence is winning. She is gentle, affection- 
ate, and soothing; she distributes her alms 
with bumility and piety ; heaven smiles on 
her loveliness, and men remember her with 
gratitude. Hence it is even prudent to as- 
sist a virtuous man, who is struggling a- 
gainst poverty. A small treasure cannot 
be better invested. A benefit thus confer- 
red is a fund well husbanded. 

God has blessed the poor with the riches 
of infinite love. The gospel is emphati- 
cally theirs; and he who made us, is the 
shepherd of the needy, the Father of or- 
phans, and the avenger of the widow’s 
wrongs. 


It is amidst the hardships of life, that 


the will nerves itself with its perfect 
vigor. The mother of the earliest of he- 
roes is said to have immersed him in the 
river of death, that she might make him in- 
vulnerable to earthly weapons ; and the fa- 
ble relates, that the father of virtue commit- 
ted to adversity the early education of his 
darling child. 

There is indeed one point, in which the 
opulent have a superiority. It is better 
to give than to receive. The Father of 
mercies gives, but does not receive ; and 
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charity, and like the Lord our God require 
nothing in return. 

The poor cannot practise active benevo- 
lence ; yet they can on the other hand gain 
the virtues of contentment and resignation. 
‘The example of the great Apostle teaches 
us in whatsoever state we are, therewith to 
be content. Disquietude about ourselves 
would be pusillanimous; and as to the 
good we would do to others, we must be 
resigned to the limits which are set us.— 
God will accept benevolent feelings and 
good desives. The angels and the ele- 
meats ; if we are employed but little in bis 


service, we should nut despond, but submit | 
‘pleasantly 5 while the pilgrim, who is lost | 


ourselves to his will, remembering, that 
they who stand at his altar in readiness to 
obey, will be honored no less than those 
who speed at his bidding. 

But the poor not only cannot exercise 
charity ; they receive benefactions. Let 
them cherish then the virtue of gratitude. 
All the blessings of lite come trom God ; 
but come to us through different channels. 
‘Tuey may be inherited ; and then a peace- 
ful recollection of the virtues of the depart- 
ed may sanctify their use. Or a sufficien- 
cy may be acquired by private industry, 
and this is praiseworthy, if the desire ol 
gain does not injure integrity. 


through the hands of benevolent fellow 
men; to receive them thus is the privilege 
of the poor. The poor do receive bene- 
factions’ from the rich. Men are not so 
selfish, as in moments of despondency we 
are apt to believe. Benevolence does 
dwell among them. The fire of charity 
was kindled at the creation of man, and 
though it may sometimes have burnt dim- 
iy, u has never been extinguished. It is 
gn eternal fire, and it never will be extin- 
guished. Benevolence dves its office cheer- 
fully even where the result is uncertain ; 
and he, who in youth aspiies after knowl- 
edge, even though struggling against neces- 
sity, may hope, that a benefactor will ap- 
pear to raise him above. the influence of 
narrow means, and wish him good speed 
in his journey through life. 

But what if contumely were to follow 
eharity ? What if a benefactor should be- 
come an enemy? What if he who gives 


should follow his gifts with reproach and | 





Or the, 
Bounties of heaven may be communicated 





eee 


power above him and around him, who 
chastises without insult, reproves without 
reproach, blesses without return, and heals 
the wounds of poverty with the riches of 
parental love. 

The state of mind, thus produced, will 
encourage a Willingness to acknowledye the 
benevolence of ileaven. Poverty promotes 
gratitude ts God, and trust in his Proyj- 
dence. It is the rich, who in the midst of 
abundance forget the Author of good.— 
They, who repose in the delightiui gardens 
of plenty, avd enjoy the relreshing stiadow 
of the trees of Ged, hardly remember the 
kind being, wiv adorned our planet so 


in the desert, where uo tree can flourish, 
and the flower of hope cau hardly blossom, 
grows warm with gratitude as he shelters 
himseli beneath what the prophet so sub- 


limely calls “the shadow of a great rock in 


a weary land.” the shipwrecked mar- 
iner, Who has neither fire wor water, Knows 


the value of the elements, and receives a 


few drops of rain with thanksgiving; but 
we hardly deem the enjoyment of pure air 
and wholesome water a cause for praise; 
and they for whom the streams of prosper- 
ity pour most coviously, forget that the 
suurces of all good are in Heaven. 

The heart of the poor man turns grate- 
fully to God. dle becomes weaned irom 
the world. His treasures are on higu.— 
His best hope is in immortality. ‘Lo the 
opulent the grave may seem an enemy ; to 
the poor itis a strong fortress against suf- 
fering. 

The grave is the shelter of poverty.— 
They who have no place of refuge will 
soon find one there. Amidst all distress 
and humiliation they myst remember, that 
they still have a country, where. their 
names may be wrilten foremost on the list 
of citizens.ip. 1 speak of the city of Gud, 
where gold is not honored, and where 
treasures are not gathered ; the city of God, 
which is indeed a spiritual city ; but it we 
will have images for our hopes, it ts the 
city where the palm will be given to pa- 
tient sufferers, and the amaranth be woven 
into garlands for those, who have been pu- 
rified by affliction. 

Thus it is that poverty 1eminds us of the 
instability of every thing in this world, abd 


insult ? Alas, then the poor man mustsuf- | of the certainty of every thing in another. 


fer with meekness. He must learn to be 
independent, but he must learn to endure. 
He mnist respect himself, but he must quell 
the spirit of resentment. And he will re- 
member, that there is a kind and gentle 





Bearing this in mind, can we. got-learn to 
support what the apostles endured before 
us; and what the Saviour of men endured 
before them? Is there any .man so poor 
that he has no home? Jesus never had & 
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home onearth. Is there any man so poor, 
that he has no shelter for the night ? ‘Tho’ 
the foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests, Jesus had not where to lay 
his head. Is there any man so poor, that 
he cannot feel with his country ¢ Had Je- 
sus a country ? Was it Bethlehem, where 


they would have slain his infancy, or Egypt. 


which was ‘but his place of retuge, or Je- 
rusalem where they crucified him? Jesus 
had no country. Or, since the regard for 
the body still clings to every one, is there 
any man so poor that he fears his remains 
can never be decently interred but by the 


pity of strangers? Jesus was indebted to, 


charity for a sepulchre. 

Let the poor man apply the exampie of 
Jesus to his own condition. Let him join 
to his poverty integrity. Oh! how hum- 
ble should he then be before God; oh! 


how proud may he then be before men.— ! 


He will find poverty an evil easily support- 
ed, and will be persuaded, as I hope we are 
ali now persuaded, that knowledge is bet- 
ter than opulence ; that wealth is of no 
value without virtue ; that a man may be 
very poor and very happy. 

Unitarian Miscellany. 





TIME. 

This is the most undefinable, yet para- 
doxical of things ; the past is gone, the fu- 
ture is not come, and the present becomes 
the past even while we attempt to define it, 
and like the flash of lightning at once exists 
and expires. Time is the measurer of all 
things, but is itself immeasurable, and the 
erand discloser of all things, but is itself un- 
disclosed. Like space, it is incomprehen- 
sible because it has no limit, and it would 
be still more so ifit had. It is more ob- 
scure in its sources than the Nile, and in its 
termination than the Niger, and advances 
like the slowest tide, but retreats like the 
swiltest torrent. It gives wings of lightning 
to pleasure, but feet of lead to pain, and 
iends expectation a curb, but enjoyment a 
spur. It robs beauty of her charms to be- 
stow them on her picture, and builds a mon- 
ument to merit but denies it a house 3 it is 
the transient and deceitful flatterer of false- 
hood, but the tried and final friend oftruth. 
lime is the most subtle, yet the most jnsa- 
tiable of depredators, and by appearing to 
take nothing is permitied to take all: nor 
can it be satisfied until it has stolen the 
world from us, and us from the world. It 
constantly flies, yet overcomes all things 


os 
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Time, the cradle of hope, but the grave of 
ambition, is the stern corrector of fools, 
but the salutary counsellor of the wise, 
bringing all they need to the one, anu all 
they desire to the other ; but, like Cassan- 
dra it warns us with a voice that even the 
sagest disci dit too lony, ana the silliest be- 
lieve too late. Wisdum walks betore it, 
opportunity with it, and repentance behind 
it; he that has made it his friend will have 
little to fear from his enemies, but he that 
has made it his enemy will have little to 
hope from his friends. 








We copy the following article from the 
Buffalo Patriot, believing it to be, from 
its nature, of interest to some of our rea- 


ders. 

MR. GROSS, 
 Sin—Among the many charges|preferred 
against me, by you, a year ago, the folluw- 

ing is one among the number : 

‘- Sir—There is one very strong evidence 
against the truth of the Limitarian doc- 
trine, as preached by your denomination, 

| and all other denominations on the limited 
pian; and that is, that you are unwilling 
to meet us on the footing of a fair and can- 
did investigation.— This you refuse to do, 
;but content yourselves with the method 
, which you adopted the last Sabbath, to the 
‘shame of the modest,the grief of the sensible 
_and candid, and to the exultation of the 
weak and simple part of community. We 
now assert that we are willing to meet you 
orany of your adherents, on the above 
grounds, and the columns of this paper 
, Shall be at your service, and perfect impar- 
: tiality shall be observed.” 
It'seems, by this, that you were ready 
a year ago, or more, and bave been -wait- 
;ing ever since. I inform you, Sir, that I 
‘am now ready, and desire you to meet me, 
with your adherents, at Williamsville, Sab- 
bath day, Sept. 12, 1824, at 11 o’clock A. 





_ E. BOARDMAN, 
August 24, 1824. A pr. 
TO THE PEOPLE. 

It is now a year or more, since Mr. Gros¥ 
levelled his smutty artillery personally at 
me; singled me out by name, and tried to 
render me as odious as possible in the eyes 
ofthe public 5 notwithstanding, I had nev- 
er mentioned bis name, or the name of an 
of that order, in public preaching, that I re- 
‘member. Yet, notwithstanding all this, I 





by flight 5 and although it is the present! did design to treat it in the same manner 
aly it will be the future conqueror of death. that he treats truth and common sense— 
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Pass it at a great distance, or pay no atten- 
tion to it. But, lest he should seem right in 
his own cause, and lest a long silence should 
seem to give consent that it was even so, 
1 have concluded to accept the challenge 
agreeable to Solomon’s advice: “ Answer 
a fool according to his folly, lest he be 
wise in his own conceit.” 
E. BOARDMAN. 
Erie, Aug. 24, 1824. 
INTERESTING FACTS. 

It appears, from the best information 
which we can obtain on the subject, that 
some new scheme must be devised for pro- 
pagating Christianity in India, or the exer- 
tions of both Catholics and Protestants will 
prove ineffectual. 

1. “The Rev. Mr. Adams, a Baptist 
missionary at Calcutta, gives it as his opin- 
ion, that the number of native converts, 
now living and in full communion with one 
or the other of the protestant missionary so- 
cieties, does not exceed three hundred. 

2. “The young Baptist missionaries in 
Calcutta, not inferior to any in India in a- 
bilities and acquirements, or in Christian 
zeal and exertions, are sincere enough to 
confess openly that the number of their 
converts, after the hard labor of six years, 
tloes not exceed four ; and in like manner, 
the independent missionaries of the city, 
whose resources are much greater than 
those of the Baptist, candidly acknowledge, 
that their missionary exertions for seven 
years, have been productive of only one 
convert.” 

3. “Those who have embraced the re- 
ligion of the missionaries appear to be more 
influenced “ by love of novelty, pressure of 
poverty, or hopes of gain,” than by convic- 
tions of the truth of the doctrine they em- 
brace. ‘They are rewarded, it is said, with 


_ five hundred rupecs and a country-born 


Christian woman for a wife, for professing 
the Christian religion!” 

4. “'The Roman Catholics who reside in 
India, generally speaking, are ignorant, su- 
perstitious, and immoral; and among the 
Protestants, concubinage prevails to a con- 
siderable extent.” Is it possible that such 
professors and preachers can be useful in 
the land of idolators ? and shall the people 
of this country be permitted to remain ig- 
norant of these interesting and alarming 
facts? Did the supporters of these miss 
onary projects know the true state of their 
cause in India, nothing but blind or wilful 
infatuation would allow of their continuing 
their contributions. —Christian Intel. 
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Importance of Female Education. 

Who is it that moulds and directs the 
characters of our boys, for the first ten oy 
twelve years of their life? Not their fath. 
er; for such are his engagements, or such 
the reserve and stateliness of his manners, 
that his sons but rarely come in contact 
with him. No3 it is in her affectionate 
bosom and on her lap, that the blossoms o; 
the heart and mind begin their bloom ; it js 
she, who bends the twig, and thus decides 
the character of the tree. How they 
ought she to be accomplished, for this im- 
portant office! How wide and diversified 
her reading and information ! How numer. 
ous the historic models of great men, wit) 
which her memory should be stored! How 
grand and noble the tone of her own char- 
acter. 

Benevolence.—Uappy is the man who is 
free from envy, who wishes and rejoices 
in his neighbor’s prosperity, being content- 
ed with his own condition, and delighted 
at the good fortune of those around him: 
his sympathetic breast in unison with the 
sufferer, and from his little store he bestows 
a generous mite to the children of poverty. 
Enjoyments attend him through the va- 
rious walks of life, and misfortunes rest 
lightly on his head—the morsel which li 
eats is sweet and nourishing, the wate 
which he drinks is cool and refreshing— 
and the straw which supports his weary 
limbs, soothes him in soft forgetfulness.— 
When he visits his neighbors in trouble, 
such benignity appears in his countenance, 
that the eye of sorrow wears a smile, and 
the distressed breast ceases to sigh. Like 
a minister of peace, he is received among 
them, and his words prove the oil of con- 
solation. Surely, he, above the rest of his 
fellow mortals, partakes of heaven here be- 
low, and a bliss which none but the virtuous 
ever claim. 








\G- NOTICE. 

The General Branch Association of U- 
niversalists will convene at Pembroke, 
Gen. Co. on the third Wednesday and 
Thursday of the present month, at or neat 
the place appointed. This notice is given 
to prevent any misunderstanding as to the 
place, cn account of information received, 
that the Academy is not erected.—It is 
hoped that our friends at Pembroke will 
provide a convenient place in which to 
convene. 

(= The request of an “ Uninformed 
Inguirer,” is received and shall be attend- 
ed toin our next. Texts Hek. vi. 4, 5, 
Matt. xii. 40. 








